Edwards County 4-H

Horticulture

Agriculture

ATTENTION
Monthly 4-H Meeting will be held December
10th @ 6pm!i!!

County Stock Show this Saturday!

Turn in all Raffle tickets to me by FRI-
DAY! 1

If | am missing something— Please
call me!
-Sam Silvers

830-234-7021

December
WATERING

MULCHING

Mulch conserves moisture by reducing evapo-
ration of water vapor from the soil surface. This reduces
water requirements. Mulching prevents compaction by
reducing soil crusting during natural rainfall or irrigation.
Falling drops of water can pound the upper 1/4 inch of
soil into a tight, brick-like mass that blocks air and water
movement from the root zone. Mulching also reduces
disease problems. Certain types of diseases live in the soil
and spread when water splashes bits of infested soil onto
a plant’s lower leaves. Mulching and careful watering
reduce the spread of these diseases. Mulching also keeps
fruit clean while reducing rot disease by preventing soil-
fruit contact. Most weed seeds require light to germinate
so thick mulch layer shades them and reduces weed
problems by 90 percent or more.

IRRIGATING TREES

TREES NEED A DEEP, THOROUGH SOAKING
ONCE A WEEK IN THE GROWING SEASON, EITHER
FROM NATURAL RAINFALL OR SUPPLEMENTAL IRRI-
GATION. WHEN IRRIGATING, BE THOROUGH AND
ALLOW THE WATER TO PENETRATE DEEPLY. TO
WATER LARGE TREES LET WATER FLOW SLOWLY
ONTO AN AREA UNDER THE DRIPLINE OF THE TREE
FOR SEVERAL HOURS.
PROFESSIONALS INDICATE THAT LARGE TREES
REQUIRE MORE DEEP WATERING THAN HOME-
OWNERS CAN IMAGINE. REMEMBER THAT WATER-
ING WHICH IS ADEQUATE FOR LAWN GRASSES
GROWING UNDER TREES IS NOT ADEQUATE FOR
ACTIVELY GROWING TREES.

-Sam Silvers

830-234-7021

Texas A&M Agrilife Extension Service has agreed to

assist Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC) in the

tag distribution for the Cattle Traceability Rule that
goes into effect on January 1, 2013.

PLEASE SEE ATTACHED LETTER WITH FREQUENTLY
ASKED QUESTIONS!

I have the tags in my office and taggers in case you
need them!

if you have questions please call me....
-Sam Silvers

830-234-7021
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December 2012

Pray for Rain!!
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Improving L ives.
Improving Texas.

Edwards County
Newsletter

TEXAS AGM

GRILIFE
EXTENSION

Phone: 830-683-4310

Fax: 830-683-4319

E-mail: gssilvers@ag.tamu.edu
http://edwards.agrilife.org/



New Cattle Traceability Rule Question & Answer
What you need to know

Q: What age/class of cattle must have acceptable permanent identification?
A Sexually intact adult beef cattle 18 months

and older and Mexican origin event cattle of
any age. Nursing calves, steers, spayed heifers, bulls and heifers under 18 months are

exempt (unless heifer has calved). Dairy cattle have been under more stringent
identification requirements since 2008.

Q: Do I need to tag all of my cattle?

A: No. Only the classes of cattle mentioned above éhanging ownership will need to be
tagged.

Q: Where can I find the complete listing of all Commission approved permanent
identification devices?

A: Producers may access the complete list at www.tahc state.tx,us or by contacting any
TAHC office or personnel.

Q: Do I have to use the fres eartags offered, or can I use other acceptable
methods of identification?

A: No. The free metal tags are not required to be used, but they are one low cost option.

Q: Will ear tag pliers be provided at no cost or will I have to purchase them?
A: A limited supply of eart

ag pliers is available at no cost. Because of the limited supply,
producers are also encouraged to consider purchasing tagging pliers from any Ag supply
outlets. Many participating Tag Distributors have metal ear tag pliers available on a check-
out basis.

Q: What happens after January 1, 2013 if a sexually intact adult beef cow and/or
bull arrives at the sale barn witho

ut one form of the acceptable official ID?
A: Identification is required at change of ownership, regardless of where the change
happens. The TAHC recommends that owners contact their local sale barn before hauling.
their cattle to determine available options for handling cattle not already tagged at that
facility. Some markets are conductine
tag would be applied when the blood sample is taken. Some markets may provide a tagging
service, and some may require the animals to have official ID upon arrival. The TAHC may
restrict the movement of animals

not in compliance with identification requirements. For
private treaty sales, producers ca

N contact their private veterinarian for assistance or
ensure the animals are properly identified themselves.

Q: If an animal already has a silver test tag,
official ID device, will it need to have a new
A: No. Animals presented for sale with an approv

orange vaccination tag, or other
tag applied if sold?

ed official ID will not have to be retagged.

Q: What do I need to do if one of my cows has lost her orange brucellosis calthood
vaccination tag, but still has the ear tattoo?

A: The calfhood vaccination tag is an acceptable 1D but the tattoo alone is not. Owners can
have their veterinarian retag an animal with another orange vaccination tag if the animal
has a legible tattoo, or the animal can be retagged with any other acceptable ID device by
the owner, vet, or at most markets if it is being sold at one. A calfhood vaccination tattoo
alone is not traceable, and is not an acceptable form of identification.

ng voluntarily brucellosis testing of cattle as well, anda”



Q: Is my ranch brand thatis registered with the county an acceptable form of
official ID?

A: No, although registered ranch brands are considered official 1D for ownership purposes,
they are not considered official 1D by the TAHC rule for traceability purposes. Ranch brands

are not traceable, because identical brands can be registered in multiple counties in Texas
and ranch brands usually do not individually identify each animal.

Q: If selling cattle with a breed association registration tattoo, registration
firebrand or registration freeze brand, what information do we need to present to
prove they are registered?

A: It Is recommended when selling registere

d cattle to present the animal's registration
certificate and/or have their registration number listed on a certificate of veterinary

inspection. It is also recommended that owners discuss this issue with the local TAHC
inspectors and market management in advance If the cattle are to be sold at a market with
this 1D type.

Q: Are buffalo (bison) subject to this rule?
A: Yes, bison must meet the same ID requirements as cattle.

Q: On which ear should the tag be placed?

A: Although the rule does not specify, care should be taken to ensure that any calfhood

vaccination tattoos in female cattle are not covered up when applying a button type RFID
tag. Vaccination tattoos are found in the middle section of the right ear.

Q: Are custom tags acceptable?

A: Yes, if they meet certain criteria. Acceptable custom tags are those commercially
produced with the ranch name and an individual animal number printed or embossed on
them at the factory. It is recommended that owners discuss this issue with the local TAHC

inspectors and market management in advance if the cattle are to be sold at a market with
this ID type.

Q: What about official ID for other specles? I no longer have sheep, but still have
scraple tags and applicator. Can I use my Scraple tags on my cattle?

A: No. Scraple tags are designed for the smaller, thinner ears of sheep and goats, and
should only- be used-in-those species - - -

Q: What if an owner that has been assigned tags moves? Do they need to report it
and if so, to whom?

A: Metal tags are assigned to an individual and not necessarily linked to a location. Owners
may call the TAHC to update their contact information, but this is not a requirement. Texas
tags should not be applied to cattle located In other states.

Q: 1If more than one person has cattle on one farm, does each individual need their
own tags or just tags for the farm location?

A: Traceability is more reliable if each owner uses their own assigned tags. Itis

recommended that owner specific records be kept if animals are identified with shared tags.

Q: When does change of ownership "legally" occur?

A: Change of ownership at a market occurs when the auctioneer indicates a buyer. For
private treaty sales it occurs when the animal changes hands.

Q: If a producer from another state sells their cattle in Texas, should tag
distributors issue tags to them? '



A: Texas tags should not be issued to a
cattle 18 months and older must have o
origin event cattle and dairy cattle of a

producer in another state. Sexually intact beef

fficial identification to enter Texas, as do Mexico
ny age.

Q: Why are sexually intact adult animals th
A: Some other classes of cattle must be officially identified, as described in the previous
question. However, identification requirements

are focused on breeding animals because
they have a longer production life and tend to move between operations more than feeder
animals. ‘

e only ones that need to be tagged?

Q: 1Is this rule a federal rule?

A: No, this is a Texas rule, but it will put the beef industry in compliance with the
anticipated USDA Animal Disease Traceabllity rule for interstate movement when released.

Q: When does this Texas rule go into effect?

A: The rule goes into effect January 1, 2013. The TAHC has been working since the rule was
passed in the summer of 2012 to ensure that the cattle industry understands and is
prepared for the change.

Q: Do I need to keep records of individual i
A: While keeping records is not required when animals are sold as part of a livestock
breeding or production operation, producers a

re strongly encouraged to do so. Dealers are
required to keep records, including individual animal identification, as part of a separate
rule,

dentification when I sell my animal(s)?

Q: Who is responsible for maintaining the information related to eartag
distribution?

A: All metal tag numbers assigned will be maintained in a TAHC-

managed database. The
TAHC does not track individual change of ownership transaction

S.

Q: What Is the legal obligation of the livestock market in the mandatory ID
program?

A: A change of ownership Is a transaction between a seller and a buyer, and the seller is
responsible for assuring his animals have official identification. The market however can be
'~ considered as an agent representing the selter. Animals that do not me
requirement can be restricted from being moved and therefore held at the market,

Q: If a trace back occurs, can the TAHC require a market to releasas its sales
records? What if there are no records of individual identification?

A: TAHC rules require markets to keep certain records for a minimum of five years, and to
make the records available for inspection by TAHC representatives. One of the requirements
is to keep records of individual animal identification numbers of animais sold. The TAHC

anticipates market operators will voluntarily keep records correlating eartags and backtags
on their own accord, to provide the best service to their customers.

Q: Can I move my cattle directly to slaughter from my farm or ranch without an
ID?

A: Yes, ranchers can move an animal from their premise directly to slaughter without an ID

because these animals can be traced through plant records. Breeding cattle otherwise
changing ownership by private treaty sales, through a market or video auction must have
acceptable permanent identification. .

Q: What happens if my cattle are too weak to be safely tagged at market?

et the identification =~



A: The Commission proposed an amendment at the September 2012 meeting that would
allow some flexibility in application of

the rule. If the amendment passes as proposed, a
TAHC inspector in consultation with mar

ket ownership or management may exempt beef
cattle at a market if the animal's physical condition makes the handling required to apply
~ permanent identification unsafe or injurious in nature. Exempt cattle must be sold and
consigned to an approved slaughter facility, and movement may be permitted by the TAHC,

Q: Who has violated the rule if a non-slaughter buyer takes possession of an
exempt (untagged) animal?

A: The seller is technically in violation of the rule, but if a buyer or the livestock market Is

knowingly violating the requirement then the TAHC can take compliance action on them if
necessary.

Q: Can the auctioneer refuse to accept a higher bid on an exempted animal if he
doesn't know whether the bidder is buying for slaughter?

A: This process is similar to the sale of bulls not tested for Trichomoniasis. Accepting the bid
is the personal choice/discretion of the auctioneer. TAHC inspectors will help enforce the
identification rule at the time of sale when possible.

Q: If an exempted animal is sold to a non-slaughter buyer, who is responsible for
stopping them from paying for and taking the animal?
A: The seller is responsible for assuring his animals are properly identified. However, if a
buyer or a livestock market knowingly takes action that facilitates violation of the
requirement, the TAHC can take compliance action on all appropriate parties.

For additional ear tag Information, including the nearest distributor of free
USDA tags, contact the TAHC Traceability Team at 1-800-550-8242 ext. 733,
visit www.tahc state.tx,us or contact your local region office.



